
BAPTISM Common Questions 
What is 

baptism? 

Why do we 
baptize? 

Who can be 
baptized? 

 Baptism is a ceremonial declaration of faith in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The act of baptism does not save us. It is, however, 
an outward symbol of what has already happened when we 
accepted Jesus as our personal savior. Being immersed in 
water and raised up again represents a burial and a 
resurrection in the life of the believer; the old life without Jesus 
is dead and buried, and the new life with Jesus as Savior is 
resurrected to newness. 

Baptism is a powerful way of telling your story of salvation 
publicly. Jesus did it (Luke 3:21-22), He told us to do it 
(Matthew 28:19), and by doing it we show the world what He 
has done for us.   
 
Jesus was baptized as an example of obedience, and now 
we are baptized to follow his example. It is an act of 
obedience when we are baptized ourselves and baptize 
others in His name according to the instructions of scripture.   

 Anyone can be baptized after receiving God’s gift of 
salvation. The Bible makes reference several times in the New 
Testament to those who first, acknowledged their sins and 
asked for forgiveness (received the gift of salvation), and then 
were baptized. (Matthew 3:6 + Acts 2:38) 
 
There is no age requirement for baptism, however, it is 
important that we make a decision to become a Christian and 
fully understand the meaning of baptism before taking this 
important step. (See “Is my child ready?” on the next page.) 

More Bible Verses About Baptism 

Matthew 28:19     +       1 Corinthians 12:13       +       Romans 6:3-4 



Is my child ready? 

What if my child… 
…is saved, 

but not 
ready to be 
baptized? 

…was baptized 
as a baby in a 

different type of 
church or 

denomination? 

What actually happens? 

      First, is your child saved? To be ready for baptism, your child needs to have accepted 
Jesus as his/her personal savior and have a full understanding of sin and Jesus’s sacrifice to 
save us. If anyone were to ask your child about their faith in Jesus, they would need have the 
understanding to answer without prompting from you or another adult. For baptism at The 
Waters church, your child will need to answer the following questions himself/herself. 

1. Tell me about when you were saved. 
2. Tell me about what God has done in your life. 
3. Why did you choose to be baptized today? 
4. What does this baptism mean to you today? 

     Second, your child will need to understand that baptism is an act of obedience to Jesus. 
When they are, on their own, fully ready to do it because they want to obey their savior, and 
for no other reason, then they are probably ready.  

 Parents, be aware that sometimes children feel that their faith “becomes real” or “their 
own” in their late elementary or preteen years and they want to be baptized then. If they 
have already been baptized, there is no Biblical reason for them to do so again. Just a 
word of caution. Please prayerfully consider your child’s faith and if baptism is their next 
step of faith, or if they should wait a little longer until it will be more meaningful for them.  

 That’s ok! It is better 
to wait until your child 
is ready. (see above.) 
And rest assured, 
your child is still 
saved.  

Although there is no excuse not to be 
baptized eventually, nothing can be 
added to faith as the one saving act. 
Faith in Christ alone saves us.  

 That’s ok! We 
consider that 
a dedication 
and not a  

baptism is an act of obedience on 
the part of the believer as a sign of 
their faith.  

“believer’s baptism.” They 
are different because  

You will be contacted after you sign up with more specific details. Here are some things 
you may want to know: 
 
1. You do not have to wear a swimsuit. You can wear normal clothing. 
2. You will be helped into and out of the baptism tank.  
3. The person baptizing you will help you hold your nose.  
4. You do not have to say anything during it.  
5. You’ll be given your towel and helped to the changing area directly afterward.  

For more information, contact:  Pastor of Counseling & Women, Kristin King at:   Kristin@iamthewaters.com 
                            or Children’s Ministry Director, Jessica Osborne at:  Josborne@iamthewaters.com  
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